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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 ASBURY ROAD = FARMINGDALE, NJ = 07727

frontoffice@sienachurch.org

CONNECT WITH US
CLERGY

Rev. Angelito |. Anarcon Pastor

E: pastor@sienachurch.org

Deacon Daniel Sakowski

E: deacondan@sienachurch.org

PARISH STAFF

Laura Randazzo Pastor’s Associate
E: passociate@sienachurch.org

Janet Amato Office Assistant
E: officeassistant@sienachurch.org

Charles Clarke

E: frontoffice@sienachurch.org

Music Director

OFFICE HOURS

MON—THURS
9:00 AM — 2:00 PM

SUNDAY
9:00 AM — 12:45 PM

The Church is open during
Parish Office hours

for prayer.

@ 732-938-5375

WORSHIP WITH US

MASS TIMES

SATURDAY 4:30 PM

SUNDAY 8:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM

Holy Days of Obligation

9:00 AM & 7:00 PM
31 Asbury Rd., Farmingdale, NJ

WEEKDAY MASS

St. Catherine’s Chapel _
1 West Main Street Farmingdale

MONDAY 9:00 AM
TUESDAY 9:00 AM
THURSDAY 9:00 AM
FRIDAY 9:00 AM

€

; www.sienachurch.org

DEVOTIONS

Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday’s immediately following
Weekday 9 AM Mass at Chapel

Eucharistic Adoration

First Friday of the Month

immediately following Weekday
9 AM Mass at Chapel

RECONCILIATION

SATURDAY 3:30—4:00 PM
Church
Other days by Appointment

WELCOME ONE
ANOTHER, THEN, AS
CHRIST WELCOMED YOU,

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.




A Message from our Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

For three consecutive days John keeps|
(December 17, 18, and 19), the parents are declaring “I am
invited to celebrate Christ with their young not” to point to the
boys and girls, the students in our
Religious  Education = Program.  Our
dedicated volunteers are sharing their
precious time and excellent talents to devel-
op our young children and teach the season after
of Advent with participation through unknown, but John g% 2

reflections, scripture, and song. is clear in his own ===

mind that he is not the light.

one who can say|
“I am”. The identity

of the one coming|
John s NS

A big word of thanks to all who made this
possible for our Religious Education He must make way for the light, create a

Program with joyful anticipation and space for the light to shine through. And

expectation of the Feast of the Birthday of ,hen people see the light, his own task is
our Savior, Jesus Christ. finished

Let's continue our Ad\fe-nt celebr’a'Ftons A8 | ike John, we are asked to make way for
we come for the exposition, adoration, and

benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and
evening prayers tonight at 6 PM. It's great

to be prepared, and with joyful expectation,
we wait eagerly for Jesus on Christmas Day. That appears a mountainous task besides
which our own abilities and commitment

the light. None of us is the light: our role is
to let the light through the chunks of solid
darkness that litter our human landscape.

Today’s Gospel begins with the absence of
the light: John the Baptist is a witness to
speak for the light, but he is not the light in
person. John is the rugged figure whose Advent calls on us to make what
task is described by the evangelists as contribution we can. To look first at our-
laying low mountains and hills, shaping a selves and work quietly on the darkness
path through the wasteland. He is God’s that hides within us like the selfishness,
seulptor, giving shape and form to an unforgiveness, and the lack of love that
indeterminate mass of people, insisting keep the light of good news from so many
always on the essential place of the light. People. On the larger social issues like
When he faces critical opposition, he points justice and peace which require the witness
away from himself to his work on ©f a caring community, we are challenged
preparing for the one to come. by the Gospel to work together. Amen.

May God bless you,—Father Angelito

look so small. Who are we to complete such
darkness?



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
| rejoice heartily in the LORD,
in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 61:10)

Psalm:
My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b)

Second Reading:
May the God of peace make you perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23)

Gospel:
“| baptize with water;
but there is one among you whom you do not
recognize,
the one who is coming after me,
whose sandal strap | am not worthy to untie.”
(Jn 1:23)
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©£2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.The English transiation of

Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass € 1969, 1981, 1997, Interpational Commission on
English In the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

God sends a John the Baptist into every person's
life — someone who pre A

out His truth. Look for the

in your life. Pray you can be this

someone eise.

Observances for the week of
December 17, 2023

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Thursday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of
the Church

Saturday: St. John of Kanty, Priest

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Eve

aLPj SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023

Saint of the week

Blessed Maria Franziska Schervier was a
German Catholic nun who devoted her
life to serving the poor and the sick. She
founded the Franciscan Sisters of Aachen
and began chapters in the United States
where she and her sisters also founded a
number of hospitals.

Prayer

Almighty, just and merciful God, Blessed
Frances Schervier spent her whole life
giving back to You all the gifts that You had
given her. She cared for the poor and the
sick and radiated Your loving presence to
all that she met. We beseech You now to
glorify your servant, Frances. Give her the
honor of sainthood if it is in accordance
with Your will.

We ask this through Jesus, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, forever and ever, Amen.

(Prayer Source: http://franciscansisters-en.sfp-poor.org/
images/stories/2016/PDF_2016/pr_canoniz_en.pdf)

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT




Mo Wierfions

Saturday - December 16
4:30 PM
t Maryann Cullen
r/b Loving Aunt & Sisters

Sunday - December 17
8:00 AM
t Ruth & James Murphy
r/b Bill & Eileen Murphy

10:00 AM
t Lucia & Antonio Leotta
r/b The Ciaravino Family

11:30 AM
t Glenn Conigliaro
r/b Loving Wife

Monday - December 18
9:00 AM
t Connie Gersbeck
r/b Joseph Gersbeck

Tuesday - December 19
9:00 AM
t Julia Pondaco
r/b Dominic Pondaco & Family

Thursday - December 21
9:00 AM
t Jillian Ludwig
r/b Katie Sonde

Friday - December 22
9:00 AM
t Anthony Rienzi
r/b Dillon Groh

— . L

ADVENT

3RD SUNDAY OF

“I baptize with water; but there is one among you
whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming
after me, whose sandal strap | am not worthy to untie.”
- Jn 1:26-27

Saturday - December 23
4:30 PM
t Jordan Hayes & Family
r/b Jospeh P. Meagher

Sunday - December 24
8:00 AM
t Domenica Ciaravino
r/b The Ciaravino Family

10:00 AM
t lda Piccolo
r/b Donna Ranieri

11:30 AM
t John Keegan
r/b Loving Wife, Cathy




\We Celebrate
the

SPONSORSHIP FOR THE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND
CONFIRMATION

The godparents, together with the parents, must
be willing to help the baptized grow in love for
Christ and neighbor. By word and example, the
godparents will encourage the candidate to live

the Christian life and fulfill faithfully the obligations
connected with it (cf. Code of Canon Law, c. 872-874).
Requirements to Obtain a

Sponsor Certificate/Letters of Eligibility
In St. Catherine’s Parish and in all Catholic Parishes in the U.S.

e A sponsor must have received the Sacraments
of Baptism, Holy Eucharist, & Confirmation and
if married, married in the Catholic Church.

e Asponsor must be at least 16 years of age.

e A sponsor attends Mass faithfully participating
in the life and support of the Church, receiving
the Eucharist, and leading a life according to
the teachings of the Church.

For sponsor requests from St. Catherine’s,
you must be registered at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish and registered for
at least six (6) months prior to the request,
showing participation in the life & support of
the Church.

Note, if he/she received all his/her sacraments
here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish years ago but
now lives elsewhere, he/she is nhot a member of

this parish.

Rather, he/she is a member of the parish in whose
resides. This is where the
sponsor certificate must be obtained.

territory _he/she

Anointing of the Sick

Please call 732-938-5375.

Baptism

First—time parents are required to attend a
Baptismal Preparation Class
prior to scheduling the Baptism.

Godparents are required to provide Sponsor
Certificates before a Baptismal date is given.

Please call the Parish Office for information.

Matrimony

Engaged Couples should contact our parish at
least one year in advance of the
proposed date of marriage and before
making other arrangements.

Ministry to the Homebound

For Homebound requests, please call the
Parish Office.

Rite of Christian Burial or
Memorial Mass

Please call the Parish Office at
732-938-5375.

Reconciliation

3:30 p.m. Saturday
Other days by appointment.

Low Gluten Host

An extremely low-gluten host
(37 micrograms) is available for those in need.
Please notify the Priest prior to the
beginning of Mass.

Altar Flowers for Church & Chapel

Please call the Parish Office to order.

Flower orders are not permitted during Lent.




Saint Citherine of Siena Church

o Worship with Us
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Worship & Meditation

Chritmas Seledule

DECEMBER 24 « CHRISTMAS EVE

e

\

This year Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. This
means every Catholic is obliged to attend Mass
twice between Saturday afternoon, 12/23 and
Monday morning, 12/25, once for the
Fourth Sunday of Advent and once for the
Christmas obligation.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent:
Saturday, December 23 at 4:30 PM
Sunday, December 24 at 8:00, 10:00 & 11:30 AM

The Solemnity of Mary on January 1is not a Holy
Day of Obligation this year. We will have our
9:00 AM Mass in the Church, not at the Chapel.

MASSES
4:00 PM » 6:00 PM +10:00 PM

Overflow Mass ¢ 4:00 PM ¢ Parish Hall

S DECEMBER 25 « CHRISTMAS DAY
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MASSES
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM + 11:30 AM

ST. CATHERINE’S CHAPEL
WEEKDAY MASS « 9:00 AM

DEC 26 « DEC 28 « DEC 29 « JAN 2« JAN 4 < JAN 5

The Feast of the Holy Family
DECEMBER 30 « 4:30 PM MASS

DECEMBER 31
8:00 AM » 10:00 AM « 11:30 AM

JANUARY 1
The Solemnity of Mary, the

Holy Mother of God
9:00 AM Mass at Church




ADVENT

Evening Prayer Exposition

Adoration & Benediction
6:00 PM
Sunday, December 17

Come and prepare your heart for the Lord.

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church

@éHOLIDAY®
OFFICE HOURS.

The parish office will close for
Christmas at Noon on
Thursday, December 21, 2023.

It will remain closed through
January 1, 2024 and will reopen on
January 2, 2023 at 9:00 AM.

If there is an urgent need for assistance from
a priest or from the parish staff, please call
the parish office main number,

(732) 938-5375 and leave a voicemail for

the call to be returned.

St. Catherine of Siena Parish

Angel Tree of Giving

Help us provide Christmas Joy to children and
seniors in our Church and local community.

Pick a Gift Tag off the tree and help
someone in need.
How to Return:

* Bring with the GIFT TAG attached, your
Gift Card and UNWRAPPED item to the
Narthex.

+ VERY IMPORTANT: Return Gift Cards &
Items by the Due Date on your tag. Return
Dates are DEC. 3, DEC. 11 or DEC.18.
PLEASE FOLLOW THE TAG YOU SELECT.

Monetary donations are accepted. Please send in to
the Parish Office in a labeled envelope or dHE G ==
online by scanning the QR Code:

Thank you for your generosity.

St. Catherine of Siena Parish
Welcomes the Following
New Parishioners:

Dave & Maria Lombardi

With Warmth and Prayers,
We Welcome You into
Our Family of Faith.

Our parish has a FORMED subscription. Visit formed.org/signup and select our parish.
Scan the QR code to download the FORMED app to your phone.




Kids Corner
Children’s Liturgy ot the Word

Sunday Morning
at the 11:30 AM
Mass

Ages 4—38

N - -
Children are called forward after the opening prayer, and follow our CLOW
Leader to the gathering room to hear the Gospel at their own level.
They return for Liturgy of the Fucharist.

Just sign-in with the CLOW Leader before the start of Mass.

Sharing the GOSpeI He came only to tell about the light.
People noticed John

the Baptist. He loved
God, and he used words
honestly. He really
wanted to help people
change and grow closer
to God. He stood out as 0
someone really different
and special. People came
from all around to hear
him and learn about him. L
When people asked him
questions, he pointed
them to Jesus.

PP&(()SA"FEE;_QF THE DIOCESE OF TRENTON is committed to the initiative outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for the

Protection of Children and Young People and to its own policies and guidelines regarding the reporting

o E T and investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving minors.

HEAL If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the
Catholic Church, or if you know of someone who was, you can report that abuse through the diocesan
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-2965 or via email at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org.

The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone
with an allegation is also encouraged to provide that information to local law enforcement authorities.




A Season to Remember Begins at

Saint Leo the Great Religious Store

A Catholic Gift Store for Friends, Family and Clergy

Give the gifts that matter most with
devotionals that focus on our faith.

e

Ve have something for everyone!

You'll find unique gifts such as,
Nativities including those from Fontanini
Advent Wreaths, Candles & Calendars @ Home Décor
Crucifixes ® Holy Family Statuary e Angels e Specialty Ornaments
Religious & Fine Jewelry @ Bibles & Books e Holy Cards & more!
Our Rosary & Travel Centers are fully stocked with
grear ideas for meaningful stocking stuffers.

Regular Store Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday
10:00am - 4:00pm
Extended Holiday Hours:
12/19, 12720, 12/21 & 12/22
10:00am—6:00pm

50 Hurleys Lane * Lincroft, NJ 07738
Located at the lower level of the Parish Center
908-770-1989 * www.stleothegreat.com/store

2023 Menmouth County
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On Friday Jan. 19, 2024, the faithful of the Diocese of
Trenton will come together in prayer and solidarity to
proclaim  the sanctity of all human life!
All are invited to an 11 a.m. Mass for Life celebrated by
Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., in St. Robert Bellar-
mine Co-Cathedral, 61 Georgia Rd., Freehold. No regis-
tration is needed for the Mass, seating is first come first

served. Mass will be livestreamed on Youtube.com/
trentondiocese

The Mass will be followed by a Lunch & Seminar in the
Co-Cathedral’s Dentici Hall. A panel of local expert
speakers will offer practical, actionable, ideas and
resources to take back to parishes where they can be
immediately applied to build a culture of life in a spirit of
inter-ministry collaboration and radical solidarity with
vulnerable pregnant women and families.
Advanced registration to attend the Lunch & Seminar is
required by Jan. 10, 2024. Full details for the day’s
events, including a registration link for the Lunch &
Seminar can be found here: dioceseoftrenton.org/
standing-together-for-life . Questions, contact Belem
Perez 609-403-7133 bperez@dioceseoftrenton.org

6:30 p.m. Rosary, Confessions, Eucharistic Adoration | 7:00 p.m. Mass

Tuesday, December 12, at Saint James, Red Bank

Wednesday, December 13, at Saint Ann, Keansburg

Thursday, December 14, at Saint Catherine, Farmingdale

Friday, December 15, at Holy Innocents, Neptune
Saturday, December 16, at Holy Family, Union Beach
Sunday, December 17, at Saint Dorothea, Eatontown

Monday, December 18, at Saint Benedict, Holmdel

Tuesday, December 15, at Saint Clement, Matawan

Inherited by the Filipinos from the
Spaniards, the Simbang Gabi
(Night Mass) is a Catholic devotion
of offering a Mass each night for
nine consecutive days in joyful
anticipation of Christmas Day.
All are welcome to this festive
Novena of Masses.

Wednesday, December 20, at Saint Mary, Middletown




Parish A | CATHOLIC

DIOCESE of TRENTON

N Wearethe

BODY

4:30 PM Mass $1,004.00 108 People f
8:00 AM Mass $1,083.00 109 People
2023 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

10:00 AM Mass $1,842.00 138 People

11:30 AM Mass $1,044.00 148 People Pavich Gaal: €40 NON

Online Giving $3,558.00
S OF CHRIST
TOtaI $8,531.00 Y S s th 1h

Immaculate Conception $1,518.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $880.00

Our women and men religious offer

ratitude.
_ J HANDS OF CHRIST
A sister shares, “I thank the Lord for all Voiits aro ek andE vkt IR
who give. I don’t think we would make it 118 bleates e World.
without them. $2,500,000
.. . « Evangelization and
Thank you for giving to the Retirement ComihliniEatiare Dlbreach Total ACA Goal is
Fund for Religious last week. Your + Religious Education for $6.5 Milli
3 ; 3 : Children and Rite of Election . ilion
donation makes a difference in the lives i
of elderly women and men religious. + Catholic School Programs Your gift supports
. « Professional Development i
To learn more about how your gift helps, AGlatas essential programs and

visit retiredreligious.org. ministries.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Thank Yow for Yowr Genorosity. Parish Update

As of December II, 2023
Pledged: $43,391.00 108% of Goal
ONLINE GIVING Paid: $43,159.00 108% of Goal
Sign up for online giving through THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

WESHARE. Any parish rebate received, the proceeds will benefit our

VISIT: www.sienachurch.org Parish Religious Education Program. Donate today.




Cglayton & OMcGirr

FUNERAL HOME —M8M8M8m —
Serving the community since 1860
Robert C. McGirr « Owner & Manager « NJ Lic. 3273
100 Elton-Adelphia Rd., Freehold Twp « 732-462-0101
Visit us at www.claytonfuneralhome.com

\,
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3 CRUZ GOLF 3| BREAKFAST CLUB
3 NoTeeTimesNeeded Al ~ Zo0d Food G
2 732-038-3378 gl Freat Prices!!

s ) s )

www.cruzgolfcc.com

732-751-1191
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All Around
Handyman
Services

JJ J J JJJ J JJ J JJJ J J T

Weichert

REALTORS
Edith and Scott Rubinson, Realtor Associates
cell 732.406.6961 . office 732.536.4400
Edithrubinson@gmail.com
www.Rubinsonhomes.com

wl link jRL .

Invite us in...We bring results !

242

2 AR S [ = 7 e .
e Gabriel 5 HMausolenm Coppansion
St. Catharines Mausoleum named after the Holmdel Church,

formally the Mission Church of St. Gabriel's
549 Route 520 (Newman Springs Road) « Marlboro, New Jersey

“Much More than
a Handyman!”
- 818 16th Ave < Belmar
50 MILLION . Insured
POTENTIALLY 732-280-6530 NJ Lic# 13VH01176200
AIR BAGS ARE
UNDER RECALL. ‘
CHECK FOR RECALLS NOW » . ‘
REPAIRS ARE FREE.
BANHTSA all a Reliable Fa Business for 20 Yea
A Argo D
2O Q0 N & M) M
DE & O DE REPAIR
] AND ARRA
| 0 ed | 00
A FY TANK REMOVALS,
TANK INSTALLATIONS,
A O ENVIRONMENTAL  MOLD TESTING
MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATES, INC. &SOILTESTING
JUNK REIVIOVAL Catl & Aok Tl
£ 1 <3 /1 €3 = 732-919-0595%
— - — . — www.emaenv.com
across ii

Handyman Service
NO JOB TOO SMALL

732-759-5897

SR  vikica

This season, sponsor a
veterans’ wreath at
a cemetery near you.

To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit

wreathsacrossamerica.org

SPECIAL ms-c N PRICES

Phase 111 Construction
PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE has begun.
OVER 24 MONTHS WITH

NO INTEREST CHARGES.

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com « 908-208-0786

ROOFING » CHIMNEYS
MASONRY * GUTTERS

W? Fix Leaks! E:gééé;ﬁiﬁf-:}
N, S
ROYAL PRO | Aot ot
CONSTRUCTION i Masonry Repair & SENIORS |

Family Owned and Operated * Over 20 Years Experience
License #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured

OHI.YYdII

CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES

732-589-9967 s

Seruing AU of New Yersey

(84885 (CK) - St. Catherine of Sienna Church - Farmingdale, NJ

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « Bon Venture Services, LLC - 34 Ironia Road - Flanders, NJ 07836






